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sre the very doctrines

the Federalists in the Convention which fermed our

us
would have wished to
‘.doctrines a1é not new :

8ir,

constitu-
the arguments and opinions brought

‘ - who, in that
to

onarch st And now, here, in this House of
« Representatives, ond in the year ef grace 1843, these self-same
old exploded doctrines of subserviency to Executive are
brought out again new-vamped, and urged on the American
as doétrines of democracy | The truth is that the groat

1 wahrufm arises mot from the wutn.:; but ln;

the stre Tecutive power, 4 power ever prone

all wnn‘n‘: countrics to usurpation, and ekilful in encrosch-
ing on the freedom of the ‘people urider & thousand forms.
There ia the true point of danger : it is an alarming evil it
threatens all we holdstlear ; and it ought speedily to- be arrest-
ed and prevented from sccomplishing any further mischiel.

Let me ask my Democratic friends whether they believe that
the people aro‘capable of self-government *  Are the Demo-
crals on this floor willing to say they are :

[Mr. Guzenx here wanted liberty to reply, but Mr. 8.
said he could not spare him the time now ; he would have
ample opportunity afterwards. ]

ont'gl the people g0 on the stump. There you are all
most ardent friends to the people and their rights ; but when
you come here, howdo you set ! Whoare the people? How
are their wishes to be known ! 'Who is appointed to express
them } Is it nat their own rep tatives, ch pressly
for that purpose ! They come up to this hall from every dis.
trict of this rUui;m. fresh from !Ige'pwpll;.lhhn‘;m; lm!l.t 11:2
opportupity for interchanging opinions wi em, an
klr'n‘:w ﬂhl{ﬂlﬂh‘ wishes m.‘ Well, ti’r, how do lhe:;:isbu
of the great of the American people stand upon the ques-
tion of inurb:ﬁ’ i oments? Look at their votes in this
very House, and you will find them in favor of them by votes

“ of two to one. By that majority they have recently decided
that the power of appropriating for works of internal improve-
ment does reside’ in this Government, and that it uhm:ld_be
exercised. - How have these wishes besn expressed on bills
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letter Gen, Cass says he cordially all their sayings
snd doings.  After this, can the gentleman pretend that Gen.
Onuili? favor of internal improvements by the General Gov-

Mr. WENTWORTH. Cenainly. [A laugh.]
Mr. SMITH. Mr. Cass gave the Baltimore platform his cor
dJinl assent and approbation ; but if he shall be elected we shall
then witness a repetition ‘of the scenes of the Kane letter. He is
now su at the South us being utterly opposed to internal
improvements, and at the same time he is supportedin the North
s being in their favor. We are tokl he voted for such
bills in Yes ; but does not the gentleman from
Iltinois yel know that the way in which General Cass voted
one day is no security 08 to how he will vole on the eelf-same
another day? How long was he avowedly in favor of
the Wilmot proviso '  But is he for the proviso now ! How

: have the re mntnﬁvg.m Tevlvmdofnrpﬁu:
memorable wards of bis in the te, “*We don’t wan
Texas ; if deu.inﬂnd‘s'mlﬂhw take it

His whole hi shows that he is a perfect weathereock,
mdbyumuh;ghm“ Yet we are now told that

strongly was he once opposed 1o Texas annexation ; has the:
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nant vituperative sssaults of pensioned Demoeratic ‘gﬂ—
thioughout the land ; they did not want him to pass through
the fierv' ordeal of 1844, 'They had nominated l‘x
who had not been abused to the same extent as Mr. Clay, ani

for want of time—although he admitted that old Father Ritchie
was handsomely schooling himself in the business of vituper-
ation of General Taylor, and had already progressed so far
that he would soon equal his, best efforts in doing the same
work towarda Mr. Ch—h would all be in vain. He re-
‘garded this Presidentinl olection as completely settled as it
would be on the 7th of November next. The people were
1 ined that" this Administration should be turned out'of

because general Cass onee yaked for i
will dosostill. I advise the gentleman from Illinois toex
a work of Gen. Cass entitled the Court and King of Franee.

Mr. WENTWORTH. [I'have read it.

Mr. SMITH. And then to contrast with the language there
used the opinions expressed of the same Louis after he was no
longer on the throne, It presents an instruclive chapter as to
the mutability of paliticians, especially of those of the Demo-

The gentleman wants to know the opinions of General
Taylor : those opinions are before the copntry. 1 will read
the gentleman one of them. :

[Mr. 8. here quoted the Allison letter, beginning with the
subject of the Executive “ml']ll

the gentleman from Illinois object to these doctrines ?

Mr. WENTWORTH. ** Qught to be.”

Mr, SMITH. Yes, and will be if General Taylor is elected.
The gentleman admits that the will of the people on these sub-
jects ought to be caried out, and yet he votes.for a man who
never will carry them out. The epinions here expressed are
such ss would have done credit to the early days of the Re-
public. They are not unworthy of the days of Washington,
and Jefferson, and Modison.

Bu', aecording to the Democrstic opinions of the day, a
President ie to canvass the reasons for and against the expe-
d of every bill the Congress may pass and send to him
for his signature ; and if he does not think the law e t

which have passed this House since the present Executive

came into power ! How did those Representatives vote but |

a few days since upon the resolutions adopted at the Chicago

Convention, andeported to this House from the Committee |

on Commerce * In all these cases those who are charged to
express, the wishes of the people have voted in ‘one and the
same way. Yet here is a party, a Democratic party, too,
which tells the nation that their wishes shall not be complied
with ; which tells them to their faces that they are trampling
on the constitution, and which invokes the aid of a President,
who is himself the people’s creature whom they have made,
that he might accomplish their will, to thwart that will, and
trample it down in the dust.  And this is Democracy ! Might
I not hore repeat the words of the gextleman from Goorgin,
(Mr, Ivensox,) and éxclaim, **Shame ! shame ! where is thy
blush " when doctrines such as these are put forth under the
name and guise of Democracy > They might as well at once
tell the people that they are dol's and idiots and need an Ex-
ecutive guardian to curb them. Will gentlemen here say
that the President understands the wishes of the people better
than the people’s representatives.  Is his wisdom greater than
the vnited wisdom of the members of this House ’  In what
schouls of statesmanship has he been traingd that his koow-
ledge of constitutional law syd the true policy of this pation
should be so far paramount to that of the men whom the peo-

X
he must veto it. Was such a doctrine ever heard of in the
days of Washington, er of Jefferson, or of Madison, thata
| President of the United States must descend into all the details
of legislation and of domestic policy, and undertake to veto
every bill for which he would not have voted in Congress ?

amine | pow

er, and that no timeserving demagogue, no political
trickster who had grown wealthy and fat on extia pay from
the people’s money, should occupy the Presidential chair for
the next four years. They w take a man fresh from the
people ; one whose courage, whose skill in war were only
lqosllﬂl‘ by the kindness of his heart, and the genuine benevo-
lence which marked his character; a mang who—to use:his
own eloquent languagé—had “‘no énemies to punlsh, no
friends to reward, nothing to serve but his country.” That
‘country the people would give him the opportunity to servein
the highest civil station within the gift of the people. :
Here the hsmmer fell and the hour expired.

Mr, STUART, of Michigan, seid when he had made the

addressing the House or of devisting from the rule he had
prescribed for himself, except sueh as should become neces-
sary to explain his votes ; but the course of argument of the
gentleman from Indisna (Mr. Bxira) bad been so extraordi-
pary as to induce him to I.nnﬁn- upon this rule and to ask
the attention of the Houee for a short time.

. What was the question before the House ?* It was whether
this House would reconsider the vots upon the passage of this
bill, and, if agreed to, whether they would reconsider the vote
upon the engrossment, and then strike out of the hill the ob-
noxions feature * A little history on this subject, amid the
confusion which gentlemen on the other side of the House
seemed disposed 10 get up, might not be unimportant. It was
sought to be shown that the other side of the Houss was nut
responsille for its action. A House with a decided majority

It was unheard of, unthought of, in their days. The Presi- | on every single question, it was now sought to be proved was
dent then confined himsels to great constitutional principl not respousible for the manner in which bills were framed and
and left the details of legislation to the representatives of the | pussed here. Was jt so> How was the vote upon this

people. General Taylor has here taken the same ground.
He will not undertake to prescribe how much duty shall be
lnid on a yard of cloth ; he will not presume tg declare this
river may be improved but that must not be. You may elear
out Duck creck, in Tennessee, but you shall not remove a
snag from the channel of the great Father of waters. He
will have the will of the people to be carried out, and will
not abuse the velo power to prostrate snd to-thwart their
will. If there were no other reasone entitling him to the en-
thusiastic support of the people of this country these alone are
sufficient. In the days we have in prospect before us the
pelicy of this Government is not any longer to be shaped al
the White House. Executive influence is the grand Pandora's
box from which all our evils have proceeded. Look back to
the commencement of Gen. Jackson's Administration. We
had then an institation to regulate the currency of the coun-
try; it was ].mpalu every where ; the pecple of this entire

ple thisaselves have selected and 'sent here to give expr

to their sentiments and desires > Where is his commission to
suy to ns thot we do not know what the wishes of the people
are.’ [ ask my Demooratic friend over the way, who intro-
duced resolutions in favor of internsl improvements, whether
his clastituents are against the power > They voted for Mr.
Polk.

Heré Mr. WENTWORTH made some remarks, not heard
by the Reporter.
Mr. SMIT
people of that State were in favor of Mr. Polk, yet after that
gentleman d d the Pr

Hauve they not confided the care of their true interests to him
and not to the President ?

Mr. WENTWORTH here spoke as before, with his back
to the Reperters, and was not heard.

Mr. SMITH. 1 admit thet that gentleman's course heft
bas been peifectly consistent in all things, with one only ex-

pt The gentl has been the uniform, constant, un-
flinching advocate of internal improvements, yet he votes for
s President who vetoes them all.  [Much laughter.] 1 think
his past experience ought to teach him a leeson on this sub-
jeet. By the by, I should greatly like to know of the gentle-
man whom he is going to vote for at the coming election ?

Mr. WENTWORTH, hesitating.

Mr. SCHENCK said *“there was so much noise and con-
fusion here that the gentleman could not explain himself.”
[Bursta of langhter. ]

Mr. BMITH, (resuming.) 1 believe in the sentiment so
well expressed by Edmuod Burke when describing the cha-
racter of a Whig in his day. ** A Whig should be u man jea-
lously watching the movements of the Executive, having his
eyes on ministers and his ears toward the people.” This ad-
mirable definition, given by that illustrious man, will well
apply 'ﬂhw_hl:(;o!dmduyutmﬂulm to preserve nmongst
us & Republican . But how is it now with 100
many of the Republicans in this ball 7 We see them with
their eyes ocensionally turned askance over their shoulders at
the but with both eyes and ears directed steadily to
the White House, ready to catch the first and slightest inti-
maticns of the Executive wilk

T will be obliged if my friend from Tllinois will tell me what
are the opinions of General Cass on the subject of internal im-
provement ?

Mr. WENTWORTH wished to know if the geatloman
would let him now !

M:. SMITH yes; he would allow Lim three minutes
out of his own time to s

Mr. WENTWOR #aid that he had been in Congress
with Gen. Case ; this was the third session, and they had vot-
ed exactly alike on the river and harbor bill : this was all he
knew about it. If Gen. Taylor would do as much he should

be well content.
Mr. SMITH. I-‘::Jmll; obliged to the honorable gen-
tleman for this very | ur-!m of the opinions of Gen,
internn rovement.  Now, I happen
a goodd deal resembles the
imer that contained the picture of John Rogers, the martyr,
the days of bloody Mary, and in which were these memo-
rable linex : '
“1 leave you here this lttle book
For you to look upon,

That you [ fathor's face
YWhes he is dead nod gove.”

: * And that be will mh"}l Yes,
wery soon : on the 7th day of next November. [ will read it
ta the House without troubling the Cleik. [Hare Mr. 8. be-
g0 10 read a book alout two inches sqoare, with a fac
of Mr. Cass's letter 1o the Chicago Convention.

On the whole, [ think I had best send it up to the Ulerk's
table, us gentlomen meem 0 anxious to see s well as hear it,
[mT“mhmnmwlh':ﬂCM‘sd-k. H‘;

bolding it in bis hand, and the contents wi
an audible votes, as follows -
“Dernore, Marx 90, 1847,

“ Dxan 81w : 1am obliged to you for your kind attention in
trammitting me wn Invitation o attend the Convention on
will meet in Chieago in July.

» Will put it out of my power to

“W. L. Werrine, Eag."] T Lewis CASS,
Mr. WENTWORTH presomed this was 16 be (aken out

of the gentleman’s time. [A
Mr. g:ll'l"l.l‘.“(.)h. umhluyhr:!, important document,

E

l

H. How isitin Mlioois? A majority of the |

| conntry’s fame—a man whoss

Union d it should continue. Democratic legislature after
Demociatic legislature voted for its recbarter, and that mea-
sure was earnestly advocated by the present Vice President
of the United States. Yet Executive power and influence was
able to thwart the wishes of the people and to prosirate tha
institation in the dust.

Mr. CLARK bere inquired whether Gen. Taylor was in
favor of s rational bank *

Mr. SMITH. 1 om not informed, [much laughter on the
Demoetalic side of the House, ] but this | know, that the wishes
of the eountry on that and on every other subject will be carried

ident for his veto of the river | out. It is not the duty or the policy of the President to regu- |
end harbor bill they sent him here ‘as their Representative. | late the currency of the conntry. [ have myself slways been {

| the sdvoeate of a national back ; but if General Tuylor is our
| President it will not be revived unless the people ask for it.
The country is very differently sitaated now from what it was
when that bank was destroved. We are able to got along
without it.

But, if any man wishes to see a proof of the overwhelming
force of Executive power and patronage, et him Jook at the
annexation of Texgs. When that measure was first brought
up in Congress a majority of the Hoose were openly against

majority obtained * A letter appenred in the Richmond En-

Executive countenance and favor if he was opposed to the
measare of snnexation. The majority sgainst it in the coun-
try was large—it was ovorwhelmiog. In Indiana four-fifthe
of the Democrats were against it. [know this to have been
%0 in my district.  And how was it in the grest State of New
York ! Annexation was utterly repudinted. Yet when that
letter came out, a sudden change came over the spirit of the
dream of "some who had been loudest and most clamorous
dgainsl the measure. And I could point to & man from your
own State, My, Speaker, (understood to mean Mr, Panses-
Ten,) who was now in the enjoyment of a luerative office un-
der this Government in consequence of such a change. Yes,
it is not 1o be disguised, we have come to that pass that Con-
is little more than an office to register Executive edicts.
f any man, with the spirit of a man, dare rise up here and
oppose the Executive pleasure, the ery of treason, treason, is
raised against lim. DBut if General Taylor comes into the
White House you will see a very different state of things.
There will be another order of the day.
A gentleman trom Georgia (Mr. Ivensox) yesterday made

dressed us in a very eloglent strain.  But, unfortunately for
bim and for his State, on this the first oceasion of his public
appearnnce as a debater here, be was found strenuously op-
posing snd the claims of his own State to jostice at
| the hands of this ment. Certainly it was matter of
regret that ohe of her distinguished and talented sons and re-
presentatives should, on bis first presehtation here, be making
# strenuous appeal to the House against the plainest prinei-
ples of justice and of common sense. It ie not for me to set-
te the question of such a tetween him and the pesple
of Georgia ; but T dobeliove that n very large majority of the
people of that State will recognise the justice of the cleim
urged in behalf of the city of Savannab, the commercial capi-
tal of their State.

The gentleman spoke with grent eloquenee and entered the
lists as & mourner over the unfortunate fate of Henry Clay.
Yos ; he lnmented in wory mournful tones over the fate of that
mmn, whom [ sdmire, and have ever admired, more than any
living public man whom onr country calls her own. [ felt
like mingling my tears with his whilo he was pouring out such
pathetic strains overa man fallon.

Mr. IVERSON to explain.

Mr. BMITH desired 10 be excused, as be had but & few

minutes Joft.
Mr. IVERSON, nevertheloss, threw in the remark that
what he bad said was not in sy y but in derision.
Mr. SMITH continued, Ah! inderivion’ Heknow itwas |
in derision. He knew that praises for that man never could come
from that source but in derision. He wanted the country fo
kmow, e wanted that iustrious man to know, and bis friends
to know, thet the crocodile tears which had fallen from Locofoco
eyewall over this country fir him were but shed in derision /
This was not the first time be had seen these tears shed, These
mournful notes of lamenthtion had fallen on his ears before,
He had eren somothing of the same manifestations in thego-
Ivmos of the Unton. mm day sympathetic notes had
been poured out and tenrs h?huu shed hy Fatber
Ritehio for Henry Clay, as a noble, gallant, patriotic man ; a
man whase great name wan inee “high on the rolls of his
jgreat name would live through-
out this country and the civilised world when the insignificant
name of Zachary Taylor shoold have been forgatten. Was
this the mme Henry Olay who, in 1844, was silified and
slandered all over the country by these same men who were
now #o ready 10 praisa him s the united with the
who, in 1844 ‘denounced as vile, odious, in-
! Was this who had procuréd

it, yet it finally received a majority of votes. How was that |
quirer declaring that no man would receive or need expect the |

his delnst before this House in very handsome style, and ad- {

question ! Seventeen men on the other side of the House
had voled sgaiost the passage of this civil and diplometic ap-

roprintion bill, and the majority against it was only 23.

leven gentlewen on his side of the House voted for it, and
he was happy to say he was among that number, for never
while be was honored with a seat on this floor would he vote
to stop the wheels of this Government, if that vote could be
avoided with sny regard to consistency whatever. Seven-
teen gentlemen who had voled for this appropriation for the
Savannah river, who believed it constitutional, who believed
it expedient to pass such a bill, had seen fit 10 step into the
arena and to vole against it—for what '  Why, they
came up like children snd said they did it for fun / Grave
legisl , able stat n, eminent men legislating for the
people ol this country for fun, as a_matter of farce, because
gentlemen on this side of the House, entertaining views against
the power of Congress to make this appropriation had seen fit
to vote against the bill! Now, he asked in eandor, cduld
any man who entertained a constitutional oljection to the pas-
snge of such an item as this vote for a'bill that contained it ?
Aud if he saw fit 1o cast his vole ngainst it, did it become the

nlso to vole against the hill * How were they justified before
| the country *  He would like to hear gentlemen confine them-
| selves to this question, and give a direct answer.

| He begged leave here to say that he differed entirely from
| the remarks which had fallen from the honorable gentieman
| from Virginia on his side of the House, (Mr. Barwiy,) in
relation to the conduct of the Speaker. When he (Mr. 8.)
had made the motion to reconsider the vote on this item, in
response to a suggestion of the Speaker that the motion could
not be made under the rules, he had intimated that he had an
abiding confidence that the present Speaker would not so hold,
and that he must be
ment, the conduet of the Chair on this occasion was entitled
to the highest respect of every member of this House.
only question on which he had differed with the Chair—and
upon which he bad not had time to examine the precedents—
was in relation 10 the original vote given by the i
whether the bill had not proceeded 80 far, whether it not

ment. Having Bad no time to examine the precedents, he
was obliged 1o defer to the decision of the Speaker, for the
lime being, ns correct,

But, gentlemen whom he knew to be sound constitutions!
lawyers—genilemen, he repeated, of eminent ability had un-
dertaken to distinguish between this appropriation and sppro

iations to remove a sand bar—had undertaken to tell this

{ouse that while Congress had no power to remove ohstroe-
tions which the laws of God and of Nature had placed in har-
bors and rivers, they had the power to remove those
there by man. He should like 1o hear cloquent legnl gentle-
men, constitutionnl lawyers, on this subject. I the constitn-
tion of the United States gave the power to remove these ob-
stacles, it gave it withont regard to how they came there. Ho
was among the nember who believed the constitution did eon-
fer this power, and he believed it was a matter of no conse-
quence how the obstructions had been formed, wnd, if hﬂi‘ht
be permitied to say it, with respect for the opinions of gentle-
men on the other side, the diminction was ridiculous between
obstructions In a river caused by sinking vessels, hulks, &ec.
| to keep out an enemy’s fieet, and those caused by the ncoumu-
| laticn of sand by the water. How was this case di
ed from the bar formed at the end of the pier at Chicago,
erected by the Government of the United States *

He had voted in committee and in the House against this
item. Why?
of the House to place it in the bill, and il these votes were re-
considered so that it would be in order, he intended to move
to exert ihe power of this House to strike it out. The 8l
rule was im that no such appropriation shoul® be en-
grafted on the bifl by the Committee of Ways and Means,
under the orders of the House, nor by the Commiitee dz
Whole , and why was it in this bill*  Why did the Cliaie-
man of the Committee of Ways and Means, representing In
part & Western State largely interesied in the system of intes.
oal s—a State which embraced within its hordem
us many objects of improvement as any other—why did that
gentleman coosent, in the navy iation bill, to provide
for Boston harbor, and in the civil :3 diplomatic appropria-
tion bill 1o improve the mouth of Savannah river ©  Was this
legitimate legislation 7 Was it falr ! Was it just 1o the
eountry which the gentleman and himself represented in part}
Waa it justice to the great Northwest to be tampering, rz.cin;
single items separately in the general approprintion bills, that
.might roll through with the necessilios of this Government,
while every thing for the benefit of the gentleman's constitu-
ency and his was carefully excluded !

Mr. VINTON maid, the gentleman would probably recol-
lect that when the itema for the Mississippi and Obio rivers
were moved in Cdmmiltee of the Whole he had voted lor them,
and he had stated here yesterday he regretted they had not

passed.
Mr. STUART. Why did not the gentleman put them
into the bill ?
No ition was brought before the

M. VINTON.
Commiitee of Ways and Means for that purpose.

Mr. STUART. Was it pot the gentleman’s own busi-
ness as chairman of that committes to bring it before the com-
mittes ' Apd if the Savanosh river had been bLrought in
there it certainly notified the chairman that other internal im-

member of that committee from Mr. Toomus) had
introduesd this item as o member of itiee of Ways
onid Means.  He repented, it potified, or should have noufied
the honorable chairman o take care, s 4 Western man, of
the interssts of his own State and of his, (Mr. 8.'s.) Now,
no such cavilling could be justified before the an's con-.

hold them re-

and not very long. .
The from [llinois has o um very clearly
esting r 'rn-ryh-muu '=¢ h.;‘.m‘
"N from ::ﬁ-h.“ ﬁ."'""" o pre-

- went | s ‘are all
quiet on this side of the House. eyt - oo

Hmb.m corrup-

who had

1

molion 1o reconsider the other day, it was with no intention of

majority of this House, who entertained opposite opiniou,J

itted 1o say that, in his humble judg-
The

one through the subsequent stages of reading and voting, as |
:u prrcll-kg::u right of the Speaker to vote ng{m the l:l.'i!d- | declaration that the Whigs of Indiana in 1840 had moede the

Because it was in direct violation of the rule |

provements might ales be included.  He understood thai one | from

item (o improve all the harbors an the seaboard while
West were left Lo remain in staiu guo.

He wok another objection. While he would vote for a

for intamal improvements, snd while be bel.oved

to the extent laid down by the

purpose of
y—-for the
the President
ive could be ressonsbly

assigned,

The gentieman from Ohio had said y that he was
anxious to carry out the recommendations of the Executive
department of the Government in its various branches. If
80, why had not these Western im s been put into
this bill if this was legitimate ation 7 When the other
day they had had up the question of for the
surveys of the public lands, the Western men had nsked that
the recommendation of the tshould be carried out—
that $115,000 might be placed in the bill for these surveys.
Why had the msjority of the House, upon the .
tion uf the same ¢committee, refused to give them but $55,0007
But he could not spend too much time on this point.

He had alluded to the inconsistency of gentlemen on the
other side of the House, and to the fact that butfor the honor-
able gentleman from Georgin on his side, (Mr. Coun,) this
bill would now sleep the sleep of death.  Afler a majority of
this Houss bad d&lﬂ! it no geotleéman had risen on that
side to move to 1econsider the vote and save the bill by striking
out the obnoxious iters. He should say & few words in rela-
tion to the propriety of tnis legislation, and then he should
pass 1o the other branches of the subject.

He spoke now
nate branch of this Government.
gentlemen on the other side with the Executive of the
United States upon this constitutional question, he asked was
it respectful ? as it that respect which they demanded at
his hands *  'Were the denuncistions which they had so often
heard from gentlemen of the President of the United Siates
25 a miscreant, as the grealest enemy known to the country,
of the constitution and liberties of the people, that respect
which was due to the Executive ! 'While honorable gentle-
men on the other side were constantly declaring tliat gentle-
men on his side came here bul to register the edicts of the
President, and that they lhzlllll g:::dm Iln:'. & by ge
principles of justice and a doe re to the 1i v
people, why did they not pay that respect to the Presid
which the rules of the House made incumbent upon them, and
keep out of this bill appropriations not rightly there ?

ut the gentleman from Indiana had wmused the House,
and he confessed had amused him, at somo of the positions he
had taken. He did not see the honorable member in bis seny,
but, inasmuch a8 it was his duty to be there, he he
would be soon. * It was strange for one who, ke him, knew
the early political history of this country only by reading it,
1o heara ig of this day claimin tubenlngurlnm The
had proved himself o British Whig by reading a

definition of Edmund Burke, and if he would turn to Black-
wood's Magszine, which was equally good Britich authority, he
would find it there declared that the devil was the first Whig ;
and he put it to the zentleman that if he resorted to Brinsh
authority to prove himeelf a Whig, he must take British au-
thority in exfenso. Let him ask the gentleman, to what ve-
toes ively of the Executive of the United Btates did he
' He would like to hear the gentlewnan, or any other
honorable member on that side of the House, specify to which
of the vetoes of the various Presidents of the United Btates
they ohjected. From the foundation of the Government to the
present day, there was not a man, he ventured to say, who
dared get up and say he chjected to any velo, except that of
harbor and river improvements. There was rankling in the
heart of the gentleman from Indiana, and the gentleman could
not entirely soppress it, that old desire for o national bank.
True, the gentleman had not the moral eourage to come out
and declare himself for it, but he said if the people want it,
lo and behold he was for it. He had no constitutional opin-
ions, nor opinions of expediency, except those_which he might
imaginecame from the people. The geotleman told the House
that the people of the United States had again and sgain de-
clared in favor of a national bauk. It was, if we judged from
their representatives, lamentably true : bat if we judged from
the conduct of the people alone, of those who were engaged in
their agricultural and mechanical pursuits, who were oultside
of and beyond the inflaence of the dollars that might operate
| upon gentlemen nearer the throne, they never Fad been in
favor of such an institution.  Mr. Mudison interposed his veto,

| but at the next session yielded to what he supposed was the
| desire of the people. Thut yie'ding bad been the subject of
the lamentation of the Democracy of the country from that
time 1o the present ; it bad cost us millions of money ; it pros-
trated the producing classes in the dust ; for twenty years had
the Democratic party fought to throw off this incabus, and they

No mot

of the respect which was dll 10 a co-ordi-
Differing, as did honorable

1

letter, which seemed thus to buve been framed wilh all the
I writers, who were attemptiog, like
with & bad case, 10 reconcile the coaflicting doctrines,
be held the veto power to be a con power,
in cases of clear wiolation of the
) . Whe
| in any other

except by determining whether it was
3 Wuhmmdhuendhuﬁrmv
w whether t M 1 a
it was taken :;’? ‘The only man-
determine whether on was hasty
by determining it was right or
wrong in his opinion, as u co-ordinate branch of the legisia-
ture of the country. It was the only test which the Exocu-
tive could spply ; and, while the Allison letter wasrelied upon
to limit the veto to certain cases, it applied to every case upon
veto be made. In this eonnexion he would
hoped to hear gentlemen take the history
trace down the vetoes of the several Pre-
sidents, and point out one to which they were oxcept
on the harbor end river bill, Who did not know that the
! Union were divided on thatquestion,
ever had hun—not’ Monlll:r great o hﬁ::::hc. the
nmdnn ! Me. Calhoun, w jo L was
t as strict a constructionist us there was, and
would be admitted as one of the most ublemen, admitted, snJ
this session, that Congress did possees the power,

only question was as lo its Upon
uestion of its applicstion the Damocratic party, heire-
peated, had ever been divided. Now, what induced the Whig
y to favorit > ‘Thesame thing that induced them to fayor
every other proposition which the Domou-ﬂcpm‘;nppmd-
It was the only basis on which they could agree, They came
into power in 1840, and they could not hold together ninkety
days. Tho moment they came to compare the opinions of
di&urem individuals from Jifferent sections of the counfry,
why, the confusion of Babel was harmony in comparison fﬂt

or inconsiderate,

i

their action.

It had been ‘said here by another gentleman from
(Mr. Tuoxrsox,) st a former part of the session, that,
Mr. Tyler becamo a little democratic, they abandoned
Na&t:;:: was true § and, h-dll:luab;‘mmmlgmonlwm
cra Deﬁoctltu; party wo ve orsed him ;
as, in the Christian world, a man must forsake the devil
all his works, so in the political world & man must shake off
every vestige of W higgery,"in all its connexions, or be could
never be a Democrat. A gentlemon near him said **a mo-
dern Democrat.” No, nor an sncient Democrat. What
were Jefferson's opinions upon a national bank as long ago as
the administration of Gen. Washingion * He gave his opi-
nions against it, and never changed those opinions, What
was the opinion of Mr. Madison on the same question’
Against it; yielding in an evil hour, us he had before said, to
what, in his own language, sgemed Lo be the will of the peo-
ple.  What was the opinion of ;nlern Whiggery ! He had
heard honoralle gentlemen say y sprung up in 1832,

What built them up? Gen. J-i:::'i veto af the bank.
They took ground against him, and declared thas this country
was to be and should be ruined without that institution. This,
let him fell gentlemen on the other side, was modern Whig-
gery, but it was ancient Federnlism

Mr. POLLOCK said Gen. Jackson had acknowledged the
constitutionality of a bank.

Mr. STUART. Gen. Jackson did not show much belief
in the constitutionality of a national bank when he placed his
veto upon it. ‘The Whig party placed upon the records
of the Senate of the United States a resolution censuring
Gen. Jackson—and in violation, too, of the constitutinn—
for the measures he adopled egainst that institution ; and yet
modern Whiggery was ancient Democracy !  Gracious Hea-
vens ! only think of it ! [A-laugh.] A Whig, who dared
not declare in convention what he thinks, who had not the
moral courage on the floor of this House to define his position,
becsuse he wanted to wire in and wire out—because the ques-
tian of success was the only guestion they had at heart ; such
a Whig to cluim to monopolize the ancient Democracy !

But we never should get Gen. Taylor's opinions on this
question, it scemed. - Although he had been writien to some
six weoeks since—he Lved off the mail route—his letter could
not reach him, and we pot receive his answer ! He
lived in & back country, where nobody travelled except some
two or three men who had him in charge. We should never
get his opinions on these questions, be (Mr. S.) undertook to
say.

‘But, in reference to the little book which the gentleman
from Indiana had taken the pains to send w the Clerk’s desk
1o have read. That Chieago Convention was a great Con-
vention. There weto & great many distinguished men there,
and they went there for important purposes. They bad no
doubt at heart the success of improvements of harbors and
rivers. Bat the people would eousider it a little singular that
the C. ittee on Com of this House, composed of a
majority of Whigs, who had that subject in charge, had spent
some seven months in bringing out a set uf resolutions simply

had shoken it off ** as a lion the dew-drops from his mace.”
The Democracy of this country now stood ersct, never to be
incombered with another institution of the kind.

" and that turned out to be

eighteen hundred and forty
the eod of his e. He pr i the g was
dishing up one of his old speeches of 1840, when to the De-
mocracy of Indiana be had denied that the Whig party had
{ sy intention to charter a bank ; but no sconer had ghey prac-
Iuml on the credulity and confidence of the

an effort 1o charter a bank.

1840 taking g t a Nan

by them.
Mr. PETTIT said he could not speak for his colleague’s
portion of Indiana, but he could for his own, and he could
| give the Whig elector’s name who had denounced it from one
| end of his district to the other; it was Henry 5. Lane, his
i predecessor on this floor.
Mr. DUNN disagreed with his colleague,

| question of » bank m prominent issue, and that the leading
| Whig journal st Indisnapolis took ground both for the consti-
| tutiona!l power and the expediency of a bank.
Mr. ROCKHILL said, so far as his district was concerned,
| he never in 1840 heard any elector or other Whig orator—and
they had had all sorts of meetings and log cabin and hard cider
carousals—declare in favor of a National Bank. The Demo-
| eratic party had charged it upon them, and in every case it
| was denied,
Mr. STUART lived on the borders of Indiana, and knew
something of the facts himself. It had been declared at that

ple, and ac- |
quired the power, than immediately they **let slip the dogs

of war"—immediately the cloven foot had shown itself, and ‘
the first act, and the dying act, loo, of that Administration was |
| tee on Commerce had not mude repeated efforts 10 have the
Mr. DUNN said that so far irom the Whigs of Indiana in | rule suspended which required bills to be taken vp in their
i | Bank, or pretending | order, for the purpose
that they were not for & Naotional Baok, it was one of the | and did not the gentleman know that the great body of gentle-
main issues, if not the main iesue, and was earpestly pressed |

and repeated his | that the majority were respensible for the order of the public

to insult the Executive of the United States, and had brought
in no bill.
Mr. HAMPTON, of Pennsylvania, referred to a bill which

Buat the gentleman asked, ** are we to be told in this year | had been reported for the improvemént of certain harbors snd

| tivers, and eaid the committee had made every effort to pass
| it through.

| Mr. STUART knew all about the contents of that bill ;
| and he knew how it had been treated, too. It bhad slept here

| in Committee of the Whole on the state of the Union, and

not progressed at all, while that committee had Inbored seven
montls to get up o report and resolotions to censure and in-
sult the Presudent of the United States.

Mr. HAMPTON inquired if the chairman of the Commit-

of passing this river and harbor bill ;

men on the other side of the House had invariably voted
against it ’

Mr. STUART replied, Yes: and did not the gentleman
know that the majority of this House adopted that rule * that
they had placed themselves in the predicament where they
could not get up this bill *  Did he not know that Western
Democrats had voted for it every time ! Did be not know

business, and that they were not content with leaving the ap-
propristion bills to keep their place on the calendar, but, enti-
tied under the rules to precedence over all other business, by
muking them specisl “orders bad overrode all other business,
and thereby made business enovgh for the House to the first
of SBeptember ?  The gentleman told them the majority of this
House could not pass the bill 1t would neverdo ; they want-
ed to talk aboul it ; they had kept the President's message
here a month before referring it, making it a perfect Bancombe
speech fund. The gentlemen veed not insinuate that they bad
any such desire.

He came back to this Chicago Convention. It was a great
Convention, gotten up for great purposes. [t was intended to

time through all the region of country, and even a Jistinguished,
| Senator from Massachusetts had said, thata Natiouns! Bank was
| an * obwolete idea.” So Yar from baving agreed upon it in
| any two States, there were scarcely two Congressional districts
| where the Whig orators prochimed the same principles.
Why ’  Because they dared not go before the American peo-
| ple with their principles inserited on their banners. In 1844
| they had told the covntry that Mr. Clay was the great ** em-
| bodiment”™ of their principles, and soul and body he stood forth
a living monument of Whiggery. But it was pow too late
for gentlemen to say that they had carvied on the canvass of |
1840 on pripciples. Why, they ate and drank the people out
of that election ; hard cider, corn dodgers, songs, coun skins—
these miserable emblems indicated any thing but sn adherence
to reason and pri .
Now, he asked gentlemen why they had not

1 1

be the Archimedian lever to upset the Democratic party ; and
from the East and West, from 1he North and South the grand
sachems of Whiggery atiended.  What did they do * Insult-
ed Gen. Cass in open Convention. What was his letter ?
Gentlemen might lnogh about it, but honorable men had got
to meet the jon in an honorable manner.  What was
that letter ¥ It was simply addressed 1o & friend st Chicago,
saying that it was oot of hin power to attend. Did gentle-
mien doubt his opinions ©  He asked them if they had looked
at the records of Congress’ A man who had been here for
years, who, as the gentleman from [linoks (Mr. WssrwonTn)
bind said, had voted unqualiiedly in favor of every measure of
that kind which ought to be carricd—not for the indiscriminate
legislation of Whiggery, but for every thing the wants of the
1 1

Mr. Clay, and he told them, in advance, he had no particular
sympathy for that gentlernan. He would remark forther, that
from the very outset of the canvass to the present day, be had
earnestly wished that the Whig party wpuld not nominate
Mr. Clay—he bad never entertained any other oo,  He
believed him to be the strongest man they could nominate,
and gentlemen would find ont in the ides of November that
the Northern States Jid not respond to the Philadelphis nomi-
nation. Gentle might blind their eyes ; they might see
Mt. Greeley poising himself upon his lever and dou which
way Lo go, and yet might deny that all was not right in their
eamp ; they might hoar the mosic of Northern men proclaim -
that Gen. Taylor was a Wilmot proviso man out and out,
Southern men took refuge under the fact of his having

besn born and lived in the South snd bis owning hundreds
of slaves ; they might cause to be written from this eity letters
vugh mem! ers of Congress to different soctions of :;:oun-
try, making any thing and every thing of his prinei bat
would find that men who had been Tyierized would not

|
!
¢ ed, |
The celebiated ** Ailison letter " had been alluded to by
the gontloman from Indiana as coniaining the platform of
lor's principles. Now, that was a mosl remarkable
and got up in a remarkable way, snd by remarkable
and this Capitol could ** a tale unfsld " o regard to that |
which would show whose opinions it reflected. A man
bean somewhat engaged in the legal profession woul!
that lotter as having been got up hyhu ca;:dnn of very |
men, strong la who had gathered togetheron a
; "Em all the the old man had ever weitten,
bie had declared himselfa Native American, an Aboli-
s Demoorat, & Whig—not an ** ultrn Whig, but a
principle ;" and he would like to hear his friend
vania tell them what was the difference. He took
weranotie in this Hovse hut ultra Whigs ; for, al-
ware abolitionists from Massachusetts snd New
slaveholders from the South, and whatever olse
they came ap here in solid eolumn, and voted
every thing which demoeracy did. He
not that distinetion in this Houss, bot thet
‘*oltra ™ Whign, partisan Whigs

by
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; and, if sny gen- | sponse

jed. And yet gentlomen did not know his
jon !

1f that had been a great Whig Tariff Convention, and Mr.
Clay had been invited to attend, and had replied that it was
out of his power to be present, would they have dovbted whe-
thet he was a tarifl man’ No. Tt was Whiggery masked
there, under the pretapce of the benefit of the people, as it
was always masked, that had insolted the best Democrats of
the land.
one of the emblems of the carupaign ; it was modern Whig-
gery ; it was that Whiggery that addressed jtself to women
and children, and not to the sense of grown-up men on prin-
ciple. It was the Whiggery that dare not let their candidate
P Igate his opinions ; it was that Whiggery which con-
cocted for him letter®, and sent them to him to sign ; it was
that W higgery which haid put Gen. Harrison under keepers,
and had got Gen. Taylor some where in Baton Rooge, so far
off that letters could never reach him, nor the country hear
from him kis opinions. The mails were slow. The Presi:
dent of the Philadelphia Convention had to go clear home to
North Carolion before he wrote him informing him of his no-
mination, and he had never got back a return mail !

Mr. OUTLAW said Gov. Morehead had written General
Taylor informing him of his sominstion on the 9th of June,
one day after it was made.

M:. STUART. Why, them, don’t the committee let him
answer '

Mr. OUTLAW was understood to reply, because the Do«
moeratic Postmastet General would not let the maile go there,

| would not furnish the proper mail facilities.

Mr. STUART wnid that was the very thing he wanted to
know. A Democratic Postmaster, who Jesired to know Gen,
Taylor's opinions, if he had any, 1o eondemn him before 1he
country, keeping back the means of defeating him ! That
wns Whiggery with a ver
ried the letter himeelf on and got back before this time,
The Democracy wanted 1o know Gen. Taylor's t;wln-. yot
gentlemen said the Postmaster General wont let the roails go
there !

thovght hest not to publish it until they had got Gen. Taylor's

ﬁc&mw be attempted on this floor for
tible ; they would wish to kaow why they were voting
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he vory happy 10 hear it. Now, this Allison

mm,mm him what the distinetion

g

slso 7 They wanted to eompare them ; they might

It was Whiggery that had got np this book ; it was |

snce | Why, he could have ear- | i

be heard from ; the
be told by and by,
there was to be
publie eye.”

Mr. HALL, of Missouri, sid be thought
was mistaken in tegard to the correspondence
;li':‘;\;lst. BH- had seen it

at Baltimore, thet Gen. T
the committee, and that they -ulﬁ L
Mr. STUART had eeen that siatement, but as they had

the assuiance of so

slow,

ar party ! "3
Now there had been & document put forth here—no doubt
by some very able member of ress ; he should not be sur-
prived if it were the same who was connected with writing
the Allison letter, in which it was ‘attemn to prove that
oeither Mr. Clay, nor any other man who bad adhered to
prineiple in the Whig
the e had been muede
down ; that the

up ; tell us what you mean to
Siary of thas paly, sl
of that party, since

to say they intended to do j
condemned. If
kb sadgear b ecaney
w were not rea

the country be assured that they intended .
kuavish themselves, - When in mm bad
were opposed 1o & bank, they were then
their party for the sake of establishing one.
now found insi that all

lete, let the people '
counuy the samne issues. When they charged
proclaimed
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Cass, although he had come out and
and published them to the world, and with
press, not with the slowness of
South and the North, Jet the be
deavoring to have Gen. Taylor do the
Lthe dtn':m ﬁ'anulludhnn bad l&.
J changed his opinion on annexation
that when first he was to it, and declared if
England wanted it lot her have it—he would like to knowthe
gentiemen'’s authority. :

Mr. SMITH was understood to refer to Mr. Howann, as
having beard this opinion from Gen. Cass’s own lips.

Mr. STUART. Yes; Jacob M. Howard ; & man who,
whatever was his private character, puliliug had
reputation of bullying every body oppased to him.
in Gath ! Publish it not in the streets of
Cass’s opinions had
never said any such
of the anuexation of
ways boen ; they had
had plueed on their banner the ** lone
England Federalists: bad i
they had brought on the war.
commissioners to Mexico,
that Mexico never believed
to the Rio Grande ; that, although
made ineursions this side of the river,
driven back. These gentlemen, and
endenvoring to make the country believe
of Mexieo extended to this side of the R o Grande,
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Mexican war. How stood the Whig perty
condemned the war from first to last, as an **
al,™ ‘g Y ““Jamnable
mended our soldiers to **
They had chosen a man
who had no other reputation

gentleman il Gen. Caes had changed his mind on the subject

of the Wilmot proviso »
Mr. STUART replied, he bad. (fea. Cose had sritten it
in black and white and before the world that he had.

Mr. DUNCAN, of Kentucky, inquired if it was the Ni-
cholson Ietter the gentleman refecred to or a private letter ?

Mr. STUART replied, that he referred to the Nicholson
letter, in which hnﬂthllncba:‘:v:'ﬂmm%in his
mind. He (Mr. 8.) believed cer at E. -
end of the Capitol—Messrs. Clayton, Phelps, and we lm“
see how many others—had changed their opinions also. Now,
he would like to know from the gentleman from Indiana whe'
ther he had changed his opinion on the subject ’

Mr. SMITH replied, be had not.

Mr. STUART -.‘;ud mn-b..mn. u‘::u was Geners
Taylor's position on that su ; he wished the gentloman
answer hf:.iamw tell him *“1 dont know.” =

Mr. SMITH declining to answer—

Mr. STUART said, gentlemen on the other sidé were very
apt at asking questions, but had not the moml conrage 1o an-
swer them.  The geotleman from [ndiana

|

to his constituency—he coold make Gen. Taylo o
all men, but he ought o bave the moral as the Rep-
resentative of a noble , o and

constituency, to stand_up
what were the opinions of his -nﬁdll&
side of the House had been told by the gent from
(Mr. Scuzwon) that the Democratic M went it
for all the messures of Ma Polk. :
whether the Whlgm:onu“ blind,” too * :
Mr. SMITH, of inquived if the gentleman was im
favor of the Wilmot proviso? < # *
Mr. STUART replied, he was. Now, did the goatloman
wish to inquire further ’ ! :
Mr, SMITH nsked if the N
Mr. STUART sald be was i@ Gen. Cass, because by his ,
election the would' the great. principles of
b

he was
tion, was ** honest, capable,
because he was the chosen
under the control of which
Hled, if it should ever be
interests of the people of the

Me. 8.'s hour here expired. ~ '.‘: i
- . 1

Truzenarnic —-uA.uM * ran
tour of inspection along the line batween

states that interest-
mmn' the rowe of swal-
h'llhltnll'_l hile Be was ad-

miring the

poarance dend ; but in an
&t current of the faid,the
as swift 0g ever.
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